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Core Facilities Overview

Total # of Cores in RRID portal
3198

Total Cores Cited
770



RRID page: consistent metadata, relationships, citations
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RRID page: metadata completeness
 Core Facilities N= 3198

 %Name 100

 %Description 100

 %URL 100

 %Availability 47.31

 %Keywords 82.83

 %AltURL 54.06

 %AltID 84.02

 %Funding 18.17

 %Cited 24.08

 %Associated (e.g. ROR) 94.72

 %Owners 10.19 

 Instruments N= 2618

 %Name 100

 %Description 100

 %URL 100

 %Availability 81.32

 %Keywords 98.82

 %AltURL 18.37

 %AltID 73.68

 %Funding 1.11

 %Cited 32.08

 %Associated (e.g. ROR) 25.36

 %Owners 1.72

 What do we do with this?

 %Name: text mining PMC

 %Description

 %URL: NER PMC

 %Availability

 %Keywords

 %AltURL: NER PMC

 %AltID: NER PMC

 %Funding: NER PubMed

 %Cited: Report

 %Associated: Report

 %Owners: Report to

46.4% 
ORCID



RRID page: metadata completeness

 Core Facilities 3198

 %Name 100

 %Description 100

 %URL 100

 %Availability 47.31

 %Keywords 82.83

 %AltURL 54.06

 %AltID 84.02

 %Funding 18.17

 %Cited 24.08



RRID page: metadata completeness

 Instruments 3198

 %Name 100

 %Description 100

 %URL 100

 %Availability 47.31

 %Keywords 82.83

 %AltURL 54.06

 %AltID 84.02

 %Funding 18.17

 %Cited 24.08

 Instruments 2618

 %Name 100

 %Description 100

 %URL 100

 %Availability 81.32

 %Keywords 98.82

 %AltURL 18.37

 %AltID 73.68

 %Funding 1.11

 %Cited 32.08



Why are cores coming consistently?





Driving use case: Citation
Open 

Access 
PMC
text 

mining 
accessible 

not-PMC Closed 
Access

RRID project checks:
● Names (NER)
● URLs (new / old)
● Known identifiers 

(RRID, DOIs etc)
● Grants **PubMed**

RRID project checks:
● Names
● URLs (new / old)
● Known identifiers 

RRID, DOIs etc)
● Paper Identity DOI

RRID project checks:
● Names
● URLs (new / old)
● Known identifiers 

RRID, DOIs etc)
● Paper Identity DOI



n2t.net/RRID:SCR_022735  n2t.net/RRID:SCR_0022735.json 

http://n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272
http://n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272.json
http://n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272
http://n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272.json


n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272  n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272.json 

Author used RRID 

Author used Grant#

http://n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272
http://n2t.net/RRID:SCR_017272.json


PubMed Grant information from 476 Core Facilities
# 
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RPPR reports 
(required annual 

reports) feed PubMed 
grant info

*Not yet released to public RRID portal*



RRID information from 758 Core Facilities 68 core facilities 
have both grant 

papers and RRID 
papers
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FAIR Data Informatics -> FDI Lab says: 
Use RRIDs!





Core Facilities/Instruments Curation Rules

7 - 25 - 2025



The general rule is that each instrument must have its own unique URL and a manual or 
brochure in PDF format in order to receive a separate RRID. 

Due to the instability of instrument URLs, we have updated our approach and now require 
the instrument manual or brochure in PDF format whenever possible.

We convert this URL into a stable version to ensure long-term access.

SciCrunch guidelines for assigning RRIDs to instruments

● Instrument name
● Vendor/manufacturer URL
● Instrument manual or brochure 

in PDF format



SciCrunch guidelines for assigning RRIDs to instruments used in core facilities:

A. RRID Guidelines
RRIDs are intended to include the things that the NIH lists as being Key Biological Resources, which can vary from lab to lab and 
tend to cause the most problems with reproducing experiments. RRIDs can help with experiment reproducibility when they are used 
in scientific papers for citation reasons.
To obtain an RRID for an instrument, the following information must be provided:

● Instrument name
● Vendor/manufacturer URL
● Instrument manual or brochure in PDF format

1. When the vendor URL is not available for older equipment, we can use the core facility’s URL during registration. 
2. If a brochure or manual cannot be found, please ensure that the instrument description includes the model number, 

manufacturer name, and brand name.
3. Different configurations of the same instrument should be described within a single entry on the core facility’s instrument 

page.
4. If an instrument has been specifically modified by the core and significantly differs from the original manufacturer’s design, 

it may be assigned a separate RRID. In such cases, the RRID should reference the core facility URL.
5. If the instrument was developed by the core facility, it may be assigned an RRID using a GitHub repository URL or a 

publication link as the reference ( examples from  OpenBehavior (RRID:SCR_015938) tools:

a. RatHeadphones (RRID:SCR_023667), https://scicrunch.org/resolver/RRID:SCR_023667,  
https://edspace.american.edu/openbehavior/project/ratphones/

b. Markerless Mouse Tracking for Social Experiments (RRID:SCR_025368), 
https://scicrunch.org/resolver/RRID:SCR_025368,   https://edspace.american.edu/openbehavior/project/masomotr/

https://scicrunch.org/resolver/RRID:SCR_023667
https://edspace.american.edu/openbehavior/project/ratphones/
https://scicrunch.org/resolver/RRID:SCR_025368
https://edspace.american.edu/openbehavior/project/masomotr/


B. Core–Instrument Relationships

We can relate cores with instruments to reflect core's equipment by relationships: “uses”, “is used by”, “has organization facet”

C. The issue of company acquisitions

The issue of inconsistent instrument naming is less significant once the instrument has an RRID and a specification URL. The RRID ensures 
reliable identification and can be used to search for the instrument in the literature, while the specification URL provides access to the brochure 
or manual, helping to avoid confusion about the manufacturer, brand, and model number. In the absence of a manual or brochure, the 
manufacturer name, brand, and model number must be clearly included in the resource description when submitting a request for an RRID.

D. For all SciCrunch cores the core facility managers would have to apply for core facility ownership to be able to edit the information 
about the resource on SciCrunch website. 

Edits will be accepted after they are checked for curation standards.
We can relate cores with instruments to reflect core's equipment on the core website.
Different configurations of the same instrument should be clearly described in the resource details on both the core’s institutional webpage and 
its SciCrunch Registry page. This should be tracked by core managers and include all changes on the core website and in the SciCrunch 
Registry resource website.

To claim ownership of the existing resource to do edits the steps below should be followed:

0. Create an account at SciCrunch
1.  Make sure that you are Logged in
2. Go to the resource page that you wish to own
3. Click on the button " claim ownership"
4. You should see a box that says give some proof paper etc that you are the  owner.
5. Claim then goes to our curators and after checking proof we approve it.
6. After approval you will have access to do updates.



Example of instrument curation for cores - it involved correspondence with 
core facility contact person

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hraczNsqf7XBOL8FmSfuQEUl9tKG5dGdWI1g-owcqIw/edit?gid=0#gid=0

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Microscopy and Advanced Bioimaging Core Facility, 
RRID:SCR_027237

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hraczNsqf7XBOL8FmSfuQEUl9tKG5dGdWI1g-owcqIw/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Example of instrument curation for cores

I provided RRIDs for most instruments except the Leica Stellaris 8 - 619, as it is listed in the same document as another microscope. I 
couldn’t find any additional information about this instrument. Since the document is from Google Drive and will be converted to PDF, it 
cannot have two different RRIDs, so a temporary URL is not an option in this case.

Four instruments were accepted as specific to your core (with the relationship “has organization facet”) using your core URL as the 
instrument URL and the information you provided in the Google Doc, which was converted to a stable URL and used as "Specification 
URL" on this resource SciCrunch page.

The remaining instruments were marked as being used by your facility. Different configurations of the same instrument should be 
documented within a single entry on the core facility’s instrument page. 
However, if an instrument has been significantly modified by your core and differs notably from the manufacturer’s original design, it may 
qualify for a separate RRID. In such cases, the instrument URL should point to the core facility URL, and the instrument image along with 
a detailed description of the system should be included on the core website.

Please ensure that the RRIDs for both the core and its instruments are clearly displayed on the core’s webpage so they can be easily 
cited by users

Conclusion letter sent to the core contact person:


