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What is ROR?

ROR, the Research Organization Registry, is a global, community-led 
registry of open persistent identifiers for research organizations.

ROR is an established, trusted, widely adopted, no-cost service that is 
becoming a standard in scholarly communication and scholarly 
publishing.

ROR is an initiative operated, governed, and sustained by the California 
Digital Library, Crossref, and DataCite.



Search and browse ROR records at 
https://ror.org/search 

ROR currently includes over 
116,000 research organizations 

from around the world.

All ROR metadata is CC0 and is 
freely available as JSON & CSV 

and via a REST API.

https://ror.org/search


The problem ROR solves: organization names are ambiguous



ROR disambiguates organization names



When is ROR used for facilities and 
instruments? 

ROR identifies research 
organizations, so when a facility 
or the organization that manages 
an instrument is a well-defined, 

substantially independent 
organization that is associated 

with research outputs (datasets, 
journal articles, etc.), the facility 
or the organization managing an 
instrument is in scope for ROR. 



Example: Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope
"Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope Corporation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit research 
organization that hosts a world-class, 3.6-meter optical/infrared telescope." The 
organization has a ROR ID: the telescope itself does not.



How do ROR IDs and RRIDs differ? 

Read "Understanding RRID and ROR for Facilities" at https://doi.org/10.71938/r7ar-eq11 

ROR

- Organizations only

- Includes government facilities and 
facilities that are not dependent on 
a single organization 

RRID

- Inputs to research of many kinds

- Includes core facilities that might 
be a service offering or sub-unit of 
a single parent organization

https://doi.org/10.71938/r7ar-eq11


Example: MIT Nanotechnology Materials Core Facility

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology Swanson 
Biotechnology Center Nanotechnology Materials Core 
Facility has an RRID but no ROR ID. The parent 
organization, MIT, has a ROR ID.



Facility use cases for ROR
➔ Contributor affiliations

◆ To identify a facility that employs an author or other contributor to a research 
output

➔ Funding acknowledgements
◆ To identify a facility that provided financial or in-kind support as cited in the 

funding acknowledgements or funding references of a research output

➔ Site of research
◆ To identify a facility, field station, laboratory, or other organization that is 

acknowledged in a research output as a place where research was conducted 
apart from affiliations or funding

➔ Hosting institutions 
◆ To identify a facility that hosts (preserves and/or makes available) a dataset, 

preprint, or other research output



Hierarchical, 
lateral, and 
temporal 

organization 
relationships 
are stored in 

ROR

https://ror.readme.io/docs/relationships#/ 

https://ror.readme.io/docs/relationships#/


How are ROR IDs used? 
● ROR IDs are built in to software systems using ROR's free, open API 

or by storing the entire ROR dataset locally to power organization name 
lookups in form fields or to extract named organization entities from files 
and match them to ROR IDs. 

● Researchers should not need to know the ROR ID of an 
organization. ROR IDs are primarily collected, shared, and used by 
software developers, information professionals, data scientists, and 
metadata experts. 

● The systems and data scientists using ROR decide how to lump or 
split research output totals based on relationships in ROR.



User submits 
research in a 

system integrated 
with ROR

Organization is 
selected from a 
ROR-powered 
controlled list

Shareable 
metadata 

includes the 
ROR ID

Systems use 
the ROR ID to 
track research 
by organization

ROR is designed for research workflows



ROR may be invisible in PIDified systems!

ROR invisibly powers the "Institutional affiliation," 
"Research facility," and "Granting organization" 

lookups in the Dryad dataset submission interface.



Systems should enable tracking by facility



A look at ROR in DataCite metadata



When there is a text-based 
acknowledgement of a facility, 
machine learning / AI tools can be 
used to match the name of the 
facility to a ROR ID.

Consistency in the form of these 
acknowledgements helps with 
automatic extraction. 

Facility acknowledgements in text

https://science.osti.gov/Funding-Opportunities/Acknowledgements 

https://science.osti.gov/Funding-Opportunities/Acknowledgements


Thoughts on draft recommendations
Recommendation Response

Provenance - establish provenance traces between 
facilities, platforms, and instruments and subsequent 
research data and findings.

ROR IDs might also be used to identify facilities that host 
datasets, which would be useful for the Provenance use 
case.

DOIs - Use for instruments, platforms, and facilities Crossref's Open Funder Registry (formerly FundRef) IDs 
are DOIs, and they are sometimes used to identify 
facilities. ROR, however, is now the preferred identifier for 
funders. N.B. facility use in Crossref metadata is usually 
expressed as funding.

Ensure interoperability among gfacility/instrument PID 
systems, for example metadata compatibility, or the ability 
to explicitly designate relationships between PIDs

RRIDs are one of several external identifiers being 
considered for mapping to and inclusion in ROR records.

Develop services that promote use and tracking of PIDs 
facilities/instruments

ROR's API and data model allow for filtering by "Facility" 
organization type

https://github.com/ror-community/ror-roadmap/issues/304
https://github.com/ror-community/ror-roadmap/issues/304


Thank you! 
Keep ROR-ing and 
keep in touch!

support@ror.org 

https://ror.org 

mailto:support@ror.org
https://ror.org

